What big question is whether the Davis
Cup stills captures team spirit? In my
opinion, the way the Davis Cup is
being played today, I don't think it
does. The matches are spread out all
over the world for the duration of the
entire compctition, receiving only local
media attention, instead of worldwide
media focus.

This article is an invitation to both the
men and women's tours to explore dif-
ferent avenues for their Cups. The pro-
fessional tennis calendar lists the dates
of the Davis and Federation Cups. I'm
aware of these dates because I follow
the game very closely. However, if the
cvent isn't being played in your coun-
try, or if your country isn't competing,
most of the tennis public aren't sure if
the matches being played are last years'
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Billie Jean King (center) has taken young players such as (left to right) Lisa Raymond,
Lindsey Davenport, Monica Seles and Jennifer Capriati and created winning Federation
Cup teams.

focus on the Davis and Federation
Cups, just as soccer is able to do with

served tennis most graciously in the last
century, but now need a major

The highlight of my tennis career came
last year when I played the #1 singles
position for the victorious U.S. Men's
45 Dubler Cup team in Paraguay. The
thrill of victory 1s always great and
obviously made this trip extra special;
it also eliminated all disappointment of
that Australian loss.

What stood out most about both of
these events was the mini-tennis
Olympics-like atmosphere: the opening
ceremonies, flags from all the partici-
pating countries blowing in the wind;
team warm-up suits, jackets and ties for
the special dinners; team matches all
week between nations, the awards and
closing ceremonies. What an incredible
experience and a terrific event!

So what am I suggesting be done to
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